Do the CK18 related proteins change in general in epithelial cancers?
The modulation of cytokeratin 18 during tumor transformation in hepatoma had been previously recognized through a series of biochemical and immunological approaches. Expression of cytokeratin 18 in transitional cell carcinoma comparing with hepatoma was investigated using the hepatoma transformation model. CK18 related molecules were found. In the present study, we design various epithelial cancers with the same model. CK18 related molecules were all evident. Therefore, we suggest that CK18 related proteins would play an important role in tumorigenesis of epithelial cancers.